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* Chairman 


The purpose of this brochure is to invite 
all Hoosiers to participate in the celebra- 
tion of the 200th birthday of the greatest 
country in world history. 

It is the hope of the Bicentennial Com- 
mission that individuals, groups, schools, 
churches, units of government, business, 
industry, labor and ALL other facets of 
our society will make special efforts to 
commemorate the event. 
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YOU ARE INVITED: 


To be a part of your community’s plans... 
To unite with others in programs .. . 

To help instill in our citizens a greater 
appreciation of those blessings won by 
the Founding Fathers... 

To become a part of nationwide efforts 
being made to observe OUR birthday... 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO 
DEDICATE OURSELVES 


to the continuation of those ideals. Now 
is the time to begin planning and work- 
ing for the nation’s future so that we 
may leave to posterity a richer heritage 
than that left to us by our ancestors. 
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WON’T YOU DO YOUR PART? 


Won't you help see that your associates 
do theirs? 


IN ORDER THAT EVERYONE MAY PAR- 
TICIPATE, the celebration of the BICEN- 
TENNIAL OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA will use three general themes. 


There are to be programs to celebrate the 


PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 


ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL these are 
known 8S HERITAGE ’76 


and HORIZONS ’76 


Not only will the BICENTENNIAL be an 
observance of the FIRST two hundred 
years of the nation’s growth and develop- 
ment, it can be adapted to events of to- 
day and projected into the future through 
plans which we can begin to formulate 
now. 


The COUNTRY’S BICENTENNIAL need 
not be for historians or just for fireworks 
and parades. It will be all-encompassing 
and meaningful to EVERYONE. 


ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES are sug- 
gestions for things YOU and YOUR orga- 
nizations might do to observe the BICEN- 
TENNIAL. 


PERHAPS A FEW OF THE PROJECTS 
will appeal. 


PERHAPS THEY WILL INSPIRE you to 
think of others. 


NO MATTER WHAT YOUR INTERESTS 
or those of the groups to which you be- 
long, there are numerous ways in which 
to participate. 


COOPERATE IN spear-heading the FOR- 
MATION of a city or county BICENTEN- 
NIAL COMMITTEE to aid the state’s 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTEN- 
NIAL COMMISSION. GET A GOOD 
CROSS-SECTION OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM THE MANY ORGANIZA- 
TIONS IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 


FOR THE HISTORICALLY-MINDED 


Honor the? fouridercs of the natidn and~ have ‘special 


pragrams for theic- tirthdays—wuyrth emph 


asis an 
those who. Were active in the’ Western Theater of 


Operations 


Research your ‘county's cemeteries, especially these 


where veterans of the American Revolution lte bar 


ied.Clean them up; restore rhe headstones 


Weiter or-update county of community histories. Even 
i the work -aniounts to no: more-than the collection 


of information, DO {IT 


Canduct surdeys op Atstoric structures which should 
be preserved. Photograph and ‘collect infarmatian on 
those: basidenges which fannot be preserved 


Help see that there are interesting programs ~and 
&vents teveluing around your tocal Arsfortc points of 


yao 


mtlecest 


De cesearch dn the off Aighwugs. buasuys, traces end 
Waterways of our forefathers for those wire: may 
wish to -nirack. theérs,..or create hiking and biking 


trails 


Learn about eld fashioned, patriatic preérams. in of 
der thet thty may he re-enacted by capable people 


History teachers and Aéstoricel soctety members might 
serwe a5 speakers for spectal programs, as well as vol 
unfeering te. (speak for the Stare Bicenzenmial Speak - 
ers Bureau 


if your county, city: township. street, road; school 
or peck happens to be named fora Revolationary 
War-vetecen, honor his memory. Learn about him 
and tell what he did for his country.and why his 
memory ts honored 


Personnel of historical soctetivs, libractes and muse 
ums might undertake a program of furnishing local 
newspapers, radio and television stations with tn- 
farnmration pettaining to events anid persons connected 
with the American Revotution 


Naming some living 

descendants of veteransin the 
communtiy might be af interest to 
many, and lotal D-A.R- and S-AR: 


menpbers cen eastlu provide the infotmation. 


Exhibit actictes and manuscripts dating 
from the Cotonjal Period in museums; 
libraries and store windows 


Encourage historians to-research old 
netospaper, library; county and. city 
office files for interesting bets) of 
informaiton, périaining to 

the nation's founding. 


Determine tf there are upcomine 
anniversiries of the founding of vour 
county trig, township or-other things in your 
urea. They might well be tied io with 

the national prograns. 


Do the background work forthose who will sponsor 
historical markers in-gour-deeas Thete are too few 
in. most counties of Indiana 


Do: research an sack things as party. ganzes, socrals, 
songs-and mores of aur encestoes) There are all sorts 
of gratipa who would lthe to, know rhené andouse the 
intormation in programs 


Plan histericel fours in your ares. 


THESE THINGS AND MORE CAN BE A 
PART OF YOUR HERITAGE ‘76. 


SOME THINGS TO DO DURING THE 
FESTIVAL U.S.A. CELEBRATION 


Encourage ALL groups to use the Bicentennial Theme 
during the time of the celebration. This is especially ap- 
propriate for on-going, regularly-scheduled events such 
as county fairs, 4th of July, Labor Day, Old Settlers and 
others. 


GET BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND LABOR INVOLVED IN 
THE PROGRAM. 


Have joint meetings of clubs to enjoy Bicentennial-ori- 
ented programs. 


Invite old residenters and descendants of pioneer fami- 
lies to return for special festivities, and recognize them. 
This is a fine time for special reunions of every kind. 


Hold symposia with knowledgeable people leading in 
discussions to learn more about our heritage. 


Conduct area and local tours to acquaint people with 
the history of the area. 


Make arrangements for film programs for groups which 
can use them. A large number of films exist and many 
are being made especially for the big birthday party. 


If your area has no hiking or biking trails now is a good 
time to begin them. How about connecting these traces 
with those in neighboring counties? Give them a purpose 
—let them lead to small communities and pioneer set- 
tlements or through historic parts of the county. 


Sponsor the erection of historical markers. 


Sponsor special social events. Old fashioned 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, 4th of July, 
Christmas and New Year's parties 

might be fun. 


Dance groups should be 
invited to give 


demonstrations of 
Colonial Period dancing . .. ; 


If your county 

(or city) does not 

have one, SOMEONE 

should prepare a GOOD map. 
Particularly a map which has 


to do with local heritage. Natives 

and tourists alike will love it. 

A project which has become popular in recent years is 

that of burying a Time-capsule in a prominent place. In 

one can be placed personal letters to posterity to tell 

about yourself and life in the 1970s. Imagine the thrill 

YOU would have of opening a personal letter from an an- 
cestor written in 1776!! 


If your county is along the Wabash or 

Ohio Rivers, the Buffalo, Red Banks, Sauk, 
Wea Hunting or other traces, there can be 
an authentic re-enactment of some event 
pertaining to the Revolutionary Period. 


Maybe your community can erect a Liberty Pole (a flag 
pole?) or plant a Liberty Tree? Our forefathers did. 


All schools should be encouraged to use the heritage 
theme throughout the years ahead. There is no limit to 
what can be done in the schools. Each should have a 
Bicentennial Committee formed and operating NOW. 


If there is no local historical society, start one. If there is an 
existing historical society, join it. Encourage membership 
in the State’s Historical Society (it is one of the nation's 
best). 


Start a museum in your community if there is none. Con- 

tribute to your museum if you have one. A continuing 
’ project can be that of interesting business and industry 

to contribute old records and samples of products to the 

museum. Another is to encourage local newspapers to 

contribute their ‘‘old’’ photographs to the museum once 
; finished with them. Posterity will love you for this. 


If you have a GOOD USE, consider the restoration 
of an historic building in danger of 
collapse or destruction. Every 
community has something of interest 


to enhance, to preserve 

or reconstruct. This is 

a fertile field for senior 

citizens and retired 

groups. ad 


As a Bicentennial Project, renew blighted areas of the 
county. Sponsor tours, mark and dedicate graves, plan 
celebrations in all four corners of the county, purchase 
some of the new, fine history books and give them to 
your libraries, have a Continental Army Camp, have a 
; Colonial Ball, get Little Theater to do an OLD play. 


This is the time 

to get around 

to visit some of Indiana’s 
many attractions, for 

the welcome mat will be out 
EVERYWHERE. Watch for 
calendars of events. 


Business and labor might give American Revolution ori- 
ented awards for outstanding efforts on the part of citi- 
zens. 


FLY THE NATIONAL AND 
STATE FLAGS 


28 million additional visitors to the United States are an- 
ticipated during the Bicentennial program. Many will be 
coming to Indiana to see the 500, our State Fair, the Mad- 
ison Regatta and other regularly scheduled events. Now 
is the best time to put out the welcome mat, plan for 
visitors and decide how best we can display Hoosier 
hospitality. 


Think of some of the things your group should be doing 
for FESTIVAL U.S.A. 


INDIANA AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL EMBLEM 


